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Biodiversity Sub-Committee

Minutes of a Biodiversity Sub-Committee meeting held at 6.00 pm on Thursday, 18th
April, 2024 in the Committee Room, Town Hall, Matlock DE4 3NN.

PRESENT Councillor Matt Buckler - In the Chair

Councillors: Martin Burfoot, John Bointon, Stuart Lees, Roger
Shelley and Peter Slack

Ashley Watts (Director of Community and Environmental Services),
Joanna Hill (Climate Change Project Officer), Samantha Grisman
(Clean & Green Manager) and Angela Gratton (Democratic Services
Officer)

Public: 1
Note:
“Opinions expressed or statements made by individual persons during the public
participation part of a Council or committee meeting are not the opinions or statements of
Derbyshire Dales District Council. These comments are made by individuals who have
exercised the provisions of the Council’s Constitution to address a specific meeting. The
Council therefore accepts no liability for any defamatory remarks that are made during a
meeting that are replicated on this document.”
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor(s):
431/23 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was moved by Councillor Stuart Lees, Seconded by Councillor Peter Slack and

RESOLVED (unanimously)

That the minutes of the meeting of the Biodiversity Sub-Committee held on 24 October 2023
be approved as a correct record.

The Chair declared the motion CARRIED.

432/23 - PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
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In accordance with the procedure for public participation, Mr Mike Walton (Local Resident)
commented on biodiversity in the Dales and on Morledge specifically. Mr Walton informed
the members he had had a very helpful meeting with the Director of Community and
Environmental Services and the Clean & Green Manager and was happy with the outcome.

The Clean and Clean Manager thanked Mr Walton and suggested to him if there are
Community groups who would like to get involved in wild flower planting they should get in
touch with the District Council and discussions can take place on the areas and provisions.

433/23 - INTERESTS
Item 5 - Biodiversity Action Plan:

Councillor Matthew Buckler declared a pecuniary interest in Item 5 due to his role with
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust.

Councillor Peter Slack declared a non-pecuniary interest in Iltem 5 due to being a member of
Wilder Wirksworth.

Councillor Martin Burfoot declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 5 due to being a
Member of Matlock in Bloom.

Councillor John Bointon declared a pecuniary interest in Item 5 and 8 due to having a
contract to cut verges and pathways for Doveridge Parish Council.

434/23 - UPDATE ON THE MANAGEMENT OF COUNCIL OWNED LAND AND THE
VERGES PROJECT

The Clean & Green Manager gave an update on the management of council owned land
and the verges project and informed members they were working with the Consultants on
the development of the plan and opportunities to merge with the wider plan.

The Technical team have created a Biodiversity sites map, this will hopefully go on the
website and be made interactive, working towards including existing areas too.

Feedback from Biodiversity actions taken already:

79 sites were left and cut once against 46 last year.

12 sites — sown, that can be watched and cut at the end of the season.

1 site (ARC) had a mid-year cut and an end of season cut.

Bee Kind Embrace Nature signs were put on sites.

Border cut on verges.

At least one survey.

7 locations where orchids are growing.

3 locations have the rare bee orchid growing: Derwent Way at Matlock, Calver
Crossroads and B6001 Hassop Road, Calver.

124 different wildflower species now growing.

The border cut has made the verges look more managed and gives an area where signs
can be placed, this year when the team tried to mow the verges for the first time, they were
too wet.
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The District Council will try to grow the Active Community Groups volunteers as this will be
very helpful in spreading the word and look at what package would be needed.

Wye Valley Project / Pathfinders is a very positive project, the District Council has joined as
have all districts within the County.

As part of the Pathfinder project last year, we cut and collated 48.2 tonnes of green waste
from 34104 square meters.

The vehicles travelled an additional 2412 miles removing the green waste from sites across
the district back to our Northwood depot for processing.

435/23 - UPDATE ON DEVELOPMENT OF COUNCIL BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN

Lucy Sumner, Senior Ecologist and Helen Millar, Assisting Ecologist from SLR Consulting
presented an update on the progress so far on the development of the plan for the
biodiversity duty 2024 — 27 the broad themes are:

Council Workstreams

Flooding

Agriculture

Development and Biodiversity Net Gain
Nature and People

Green Ventures

During debate Councillor Buckler asked for the name to be changed from Biodiversity
Action Plan to ‘Nature Development Plan’ all members agreed to this.

The District Councils main role will be to lead and support, making contact where there are
existing groups exist and suggesting they have a council representative on group and find
out what level of work is required.

Members agreed that across many of these themes the District Councils main role will be to
support existing partnerships.

The Director of Community and Environmental Services suggested that the actions were
prioritised. SLR agreed to produce a summary table and colour code the actions required
and list the impact.

It was agreed to ask the Community Development Officer to give an update on the work of
Community Groups in the district at the next Biodiversity Sub-Committee meeting.

436/23 - UPDATE ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE LOCAL NATURE RECOVERY
STRATEGY (LNRS)

The Climate Change Officer updated members on the development of the Local Nature
Recovery Strategy (LNRS) which will provide the process for nature recovery in Derbyshire
lead by DCC as the responsible authority appointed by the government. A long-term vision
and action plan will be formed and delivered in collaboration with partners, stakeholders and
the public.

437/23 - UPDATE ON THE DERBYSHIRE DALES SWIFT CONSERVATION PROJECT
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The Climate Change Officer gave an update on the Derbyshire Dale Swift Conservation
Project which was approved at Council in December 2023. The Derbyshire Swift
Conservation Project has been set up as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation and
applied for National Lottery Heritage funding which is proceeding well.

Meeting Closed: 8.00 pm

Chair
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